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Today | stand before you, family, friends, colleagues and fellow citizens. It is difficult for me to express the
feelings of humility, pride and most importantly excitement that | am experiencing here this morning.

Humbled in knowing that those who came before us have made such significant contributions in building
an incredible community we call home. | am honoured that each of you has placed in me, and my fellow
Members of Council, your trust and confidence to address the many challenges that lay before us.

| feel such pride in our home Town of Collingwood. | am proud to live here. | am proud that my family
enjoys life in Collingwood.

I know we as a Council we are feeling real excitement and a total commitment to building a stronger,
more vibrant community for the future generations.

The challenges that lie ahead are many: our collective abilities to address these challenges are strong:
the opportunities that will be realized from our efforts are great.

We will continue to grow a community in which our children and grandchildren can be proud.

JFK once said: “Ask not what your country can do for you but rather what can you do for your country”.
The people of Collingwood have lived this statement for one hundred and fifty two years, and it continues
today.

We see it in the founding families who built our Town out of wilderness, in the Shipbuilders that carried
our name around the world.

We see it in our newest residents that give so much to our community through volunteer hours at the
hospital, helping out with our Public Library or becoming active in the many service clubs and churches,
these people make a difference.

Most importantly we see it in the eyes of our children and our children’s children, a sincere hope and
desire to experience a sense of community, to raise children, to work and to enjoy the fruits of their labour
in later years.

I stand before you today and state without reservation, this hope will be realized.

This last election the residents of Collingwood made some clear decisions. Those decisions included ~
embracing our diversity and not focusing on our differences, supporting our industry and commerce not
challenging and fighting them in the courts, they chose their neighbours to lead our community.

In short, they chose to build a community in which we all are committed to building a brighter future.

It is important for all of us to understand that our dream will not come easily. Our community has an
enormous debt, we have huge infrastructure needs, and our children and our seniors would both like
increased services. While all of these wants are important in their own right they can only be supported
through sound financial planning.

Well folks that starts today!






